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ILLUSTRATION OF 2 THES. I. 9. 

“ Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction 
from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of 
his power.” 

(Continued from page 29.) 

- We have attempted to shew, that the persons 

said to be punished with everlasting destruc- 

tiun in this passage, were the unbelieving per- 
secuting Jews. ‘The fallacy of this view will 
likely be detected, or if itis true, it will be 
confirmed, by considering, 

2d. At what time this punishment was to be 
inflicted. Itis almost the universal belief, that 
the time spoken of is at the day of judgment 
or the end of this material werld. But let us 
examine the context of the passage, and see, if 
such a belief is supported from it. ‘The con- 
text is very explicit, in informing us at what 
period of time the persons mentioned were to 
be punished with “ everlasting destruction from 
the presence of the Lord.” Notice then, 

Ist. That the time is expressly said to be,— 

“ When the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from 

heaven with his mighty angels, in flaming fire, 

taking vengeance on them that know not God, 
and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus 

Christ ; who shall be punished with everlasting | 

destruction from the presence of the Lord.” 

The particular time specified is then,— 
“ When the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from 
heaven.” Is the question asked,—-what period 
is referred to by these words? I answer when! 
the Lord Jesus was revealed from heaven to 
recompense tribulation to the Jews as a nation, | 
when all the righteous blood shed upon the’ 
earth came upon them. In proof of this let it 
be noticed, that this period is expressly cal-| 
led,—* the day when the Son of man is rr 
ed.” Luke xvii. 50. Compare Rom. ii ; 

1 Peter i. 5, 15, and iv. 13—19, and v. a) ! 

That this revelation is said to be from heaven, | 

and that angels are said to be connected with! 

it, is evident from Mat. xxiv. 30, 31. “ And 
they shall see the Son of man coming in the 
clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 

And he sha!l sen his angels with a great sound 

ofa trumpet,” Sc. It is well known that the 


4 








bward Angel signifies a mesgenger,and is applied 
to men, yea, sometimes to the elements of na- 
ture by which God accomplishes his purposes. 
The phrase, “his mighty angels,” is in the mar- 
gin,—* the angels of his power.” See on Mat- 
thew XXly. Wi hitby and McKnight.—As to the 
phrase “ in flaming fire,” sys a common figure 
of speech in describing Got’s temporal judg. 
ments on men for their sins. See among the 
texts the following, Mat. iv. 1, &c. Noman who 
has read the scriptures with attention but must 
have seen that fire is the usual figure of speech 
by which God describes his judgments on the 
Jewish nation.—That it should be used so in 
the passage before us need excite no surprise, 
as the apostle was describing the most awful 
vengeance which ever came upon them. We 
have seen already, that the expression, “ taking 
vengeance,” or, as itis in the margin, “ yield- 
ing vengeance” on them that know not God, 
can occasion no difficulty. The period when 
our Lord came to take vengeance an the Jews, 
is called, “ the days of vengeance that all things 
which are written may be fulfilled.”— Luke xxi. 
22. That the Jews knew not God, and obeyed 
not the gospel of Christ, we have seen already, 
and that God took vengeance on them at this 
period no one denies. All these expressions 
therefore, perfectly agree to this period, and to 
the punishment of this people. 

But there are some other things mentioned 
in the context which were to take place at this 
same time, “ when the Lord Jesus shall be re- 
vealed from heaven,” which are irreconcilable 
with the common views entertained of this pas- 
save, but which very strongly confirm the ex- 
| planation I have given. 

ist. At this same period of time the Thes- 
‘salonians were to obtain rest. This is very 
evident from the passage, forit is said,—* And 
to you whoare troubled, rest with us, when the 
Lord Jesus shall be reveated from heaven.” 


i If the question is asked, “ rest from what?” 


the context clearly shews, that at this period 
they were to obtain rest from the persecutions 
and tribulations which they were enduring. 
See the context, and compare 2 Cor. vii. 5, and 
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Act ix. 51. Now, if the period when Christ 
shall be revealed from heaven be at the day of 
judgment, as is commonlybelieved,the Thessa- 
lonians are not promised rest from their perse- 
eutions and tribulations until this period. If 
this view be correct, they have not yet obtain- 
ed rest, for the day of judgment is not yet 
come, nor is Christ in this sense yet revealed 
from heaven. But surely the Thessalonians 
have obtained rest, where all weary find rest, 
and hear no more the voice of the oppressor. 

But it may be asked, “ Did the Thessaloni- 
ans whom the Jews persecuted, obtain rest 
from their persecutions, at the period when 
Jesus was revealed from heaven to take ven- 
geance on the Jewish nation? I answer, yes,— 
for.our Lord referring to this very period, says 
to his disciples, “when these things begin 
to come to pass, then lift up your heads for 
your redemption draweth nigh.”? Those who 
endured to the end of the Jewish dispensation, 
were not only saved from the calamities which 
came on the unbelieving Jews, but christians 
throughout the Roman empire were at rest 
from their fermer persecutors. This we believe 
isa matter ofhistory as well as of fact. Indeed, 
the very circumstances of the case shew, that 
after the destruction of Jerusalem, the unbe- 
lieving Jews could have little power or influ- 
ence in persecuting christians. Their own 
troubles were such, that under them they could 
not well trouble others. 

Qd. At the same period that the Thessalo- 
nizws were to obtain rest, God was to recom- 
pense tribulation to them who were their trou- 
blers or persecutors. This is very obvious 
by quoting verses 6 and 7—*“seeing it isa 
righteous thing with God to recompense tribu- 
lation to them that trouble you; and to you 
who are troubled rest with us.” 
shall beih these things take place? I[t is ad- 


And when 


died, “ when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed 


to this passage. It will not do to say here, 
that they are not to be punished in their bod. 
ies until this period, though their souls will be 
punished in a separate state. No; the Apos- 
tle makes no such distinction, nor is it likely 
it would be made, unless such a difliculty need. 
ed to be relieved which presses hard against the 
common interpretation. At any rate, let such 
a distinction be proved, before we are called 
on to admit it, for mere assertions can neve: 
convince us. 

3d. When Christ was revealed from heav- 
en to recompense tribulation to those who 
troubled the ‘Thessalonians, and gave them 
rest from their troubles, it was the same time 
mentioned verse 10th, “ when he shall come 
to be glorified in his saints, and to be admired 
in all them that believe(because our testimony 
among you was believed) in that day.” It 
ought to be noticed here, that the words, “ be- 
cause our testimony among you was believed,” 
MecRKuight 
vives the following translation of this verse, 
which is more intelligible. “Jn that day, 
when he shall come to be gioritied through his 
saints, and to be admired by ail the believers ; 


are included in a parenthesis. 





and by you, because our testimony was believed 
by you.’ The only question here is,—was 
‘Christ glorified through his saints, and was he 
;admired by all the believers, and even by the 
‘Thessalonians, when he was revealed from 
heaven and yielded vengeance on the Jews, 
who persecuted Christians every where thro’ 
out the Roman empire? That he was, we pre 
‘sume will not be questioned, for then they no! 
only obtained rest from their persecutors, bué 
‘beheld his signal vengeance on them in ren 
dering tribulation to those who had troubled 





‘them. At this period, they could not but sing 
this song—** great and marvellous are ths 
works, Lord God Almighty 3 just aud true are 


thy ways, thou king of saints. Who shall not 








from heaven.’ It is very evident, if the day’ fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name ? For 
of judgment be the time referred to, when the! thou only art holw ; tor all the nations shall 
Lord Jesus is tobe revealed from heaven, God| come aiid worslnp before thee; for thy judg- 
is not to recompense tribulation to the wicked! ments are made manifest. We give thee 
until this period. But according to the popu-| thanks, O Lord God Almighty, which art, and 
lar faith on this subject, the wicked are to be| wast, and art to come; because thou hast 


t ° ° on} “ 
punished from the moment of their death until; taken to thee thy great power, and hast reign- 


the day of judgment, as well as after this grat beat! Rey. xv. 3, 4, and 11,17. If believers 
od. We must then either maintain, that the) glorify God, when Paul whe once persecuted 
‘Thessalonians are not to obtain rest, nor the|them became a preacher of the faith, (Gal. i. 
wicked be punished until the day of judgment,! 23,24) how much more when their persecutors 
or relinguish the common interpretation given! were generally removed, and they saw the 
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‘Son of man comibg in his kingdom.” 
“vi. 28, 

The phrase, “admired in all them that be- 
or, according to McKnight, “by all 
the believers,” can form no solid objection to 
the views given. ‘The termall, comprehending 
all those who were believers at the period in 
which Christ came to take vengeance on the 


lieve,” 


~~ Mat. iwicked shall be turned into hell, 








Jewish nation,accords with the preceding con-| not one: They are all gone out of the way, they ig 
text, and is confirmed by the succeeding. Atjare together become unprofitable; there is nove wi, 
£, 


verse Lith, Paul prays that the Thessalonians 
might be counted worthy of this calling. What 
calling ? The context already considered leads 
us to this answer. Worthy of the calling of 
Christ being admired in them at this period, 
and of obtaining rest when Christ should be 
revealed from heaven, taking vengeance on 





them that know not God and obey not the g0s-| 
As unbelief brought on their persecutors | 
this vengeance, so faith in the testimony of 
God, preached by the Apostles, and enduring 
Even the 


pel. 


to the end, procured their safety. 
\posiles of our Lord were not promised safe- 
» but by their attending to the instructions 





viven them in Matthew, chapter xxiv. 
TRUTH. 


! 


AN INQUIRER AFTER 
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BRIEF REMARKS ON PSALM IX. 17. | 
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urge the above passage in proof of that doctrine, 
and would fain have people believe that the) 
universalist dares not approac’ the text, or no-| 
tice it in any way, as it ts out of his power to| 
explain it satisfactorily with his doctrine. 
‘This, however, is a mistake, the Universa- 


list is willing, not only,to enter into a critical dug for others; they are entangled in @ 
‘their own weaving. 


examination of the text, but also, to receive it 


in its plain and literal import according to the 





and all the 


nations that forget God.” The following in- 
quiry now presents itself, who are the wicked 
that are to be turned into hell. We will look 
into the scriptures for the answer. Isaiah li. 6. 
“ All we like sheep have gone astray; we have 
turned every one fo his own way.” Again, see 
Rom. iil. 10 12. “There is none righteous, no 


that doeth good, no, not one.” Aside from the 
scriptures we have abundant proof that all 
men are wicked in those religious sentiments, 


‘|which expressly declare the necessity of a 


change of heart or regeneration. The very idea 
then, that every intelligent being that ever has, 
or ever will exist must meet with a change in 
order tofind admission into the divine kingdom, 
proves that all men are, or once were wicked. 
We will examine this a little further. Pro- 
fessors of religion consider all, who are not 
members of some church,as sinners, and with- 
out hesitation pronounce them wicked. We 
will now enter the church and listen to the cen- 


fessions of its member They acknowledge 


‘themselves to be neti deserving sinners; and 
( Lv be continued.) often in prayer tell God, that if he had been 


| 
{ 
; 


strict to mark iniquity against them, they be- 
fore this would have been in the grave with the 


‘dead and in hell with the damned. 


Wehave then found who the wicked are 


The believers in endless misery very often) (viz.) all meu are wicked. Now,if by the word 


hella place of endless torture is meant, and all 
who are sent there must remain in hell forever, 
then the passage, if it prove any thing, proves 
UNIVERSAL DAMNATION. 

Thisis proving toe much even for the believers 


in this doctrine ; they fall into the prz they have 
net of 


There must, now, be a lit- 
ile shuffling to get out of the difficulty, scholas- 
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common use and meaning of the words as un-!tie ingenuity must be set to work to explain 
derstood by the people of the age in which the | the text, it does not mean what the words na- 
_ passage was written. This, however, is what | turally import. Weillthen, what does it mean 2 
the believers in endless misery are unwilling | It means, that those who continue wicked 
to do. through life and die sinners, will be turned into 
plain lite al meaning of the sentence accor- | ‘hell. But reader stop one moment! Who is 
ding to the comnyon use and definition of those | the man that does not diea sinner ? The church 
wor ide in the English language, even admitting |call the world sinners, and acknowledge. them- 


their favorite explanation of the word HELL | selves to be hell deserving sinners ; hence, both 


which, they say, signifies a place of future end-|saints and sinners are wicked and all must be 
This will not do, we 


less misery. That theywill not allow this, will |sent to heli together. 
clearly be seen by a careful examination of/must try again. Well then, it means that the 
the text. We will look at it once more, “ The | finally impenitent; will be cast intohell. But 





Nay, they are not willing to aamit the | 
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who are the finally impenitent? This is a class 
of people not mentioned in the scriptures, they 
only exist in the imagination of those who 
are engaged in defending the doctrine of end- 
less misery. But supposing there are now, or 
ever will be such people,does the passage in 
question make this discrimination? Surely not. 
It says, “ the wicked shall be turned into hell” 
nota part of them, nor the finally impenitent. 
If David meantas modern divines interpret for 
him, he was certainly capable of thus expres- 
sing himself and would have done it; as he has 
not done this, we presume he had no such mean- 
ing and we choose to believe David according to 
what he has written, rather than the interpre - 
tations which men may put upon his writings, 
The difficulty in understanding this text is,| 
the belief that the 
torment in another world. 


think contains in itself ample evidence that the | 


word hell does not signify eternal woe. ‘There 
arein the text two distinctdeclarationswhichare 
passed over unnoticed, or considered as one, 
First, Vhe wicked shall be turned into hell; 
Secondly, A}l the nations that forget God shal] 
be turned into hell. 

By the first sentence we learn that the wicked, 
that is, every individual who violates the law di 

righteousness, shall be turned into hell. By 
the second, that all the nations that forget God | 


shall be turned into hell. If this distinction i is 


not admitted, the last clause is an unmeaning, 


repetition,better calculated to mislead a candid 
inquirer after truth, than to enforce the idea 
upon the mind by the repetition. The reason, 
why this distinction has not been noticed, or ra- 
ther, not held up to view, is that it would at 
once destrov the commun epinion asto the 
meaning of the word hell in this passage ; for 
no man of common sense would beiieve that a 
nation, in its collective capacity as a nation, 
could or would be cast into a state of endless 
misery in another world ; therefore, the wisest 
way was to consider the Jast part of the verse 
but a repetition of the first in other words ;— 
Yet, we think, that the conjunction and used, 
would have had some influence on the mini, 
and evinced to the grammarian the distinction 
intended by the writer. The representation 
is evident in the scriptures, that as itis with 
individuals, who are wicked, so it is with Cr1- 
Tres, and Nations ; hence it is written “righ- 
teousness exalteth a nation, but sin is a re- 
proach to any people’’-—in proof we may cite 


word hell signifies endless 
The passage we| 


the words of our Saviour, “ And thou, C ‘aper - 

naum, which art exalted unto Heaven, shall be 
brought down to hell: for if the mighty works 
which have been done in thee had been done in 
Sodom, it would have remained until this day.” 
Here we find acity which had been exalted 
to heaven, brought down to hell—No one can 


believe that Capernaum as a city, or if you 
please, the inhabitants, were exaited to heaven, 
another 


that is toa state of blessedness in 


world, then why should we believe that being 
brought down to hell, signifies being thrust in- 
It is 


with cities and nations as it is with mdividu- 


to a place of torture, or eudless misery. 


als, their happimess and prosperity is tia great 





hineasure according to their rightcousness and 


integrity. 
| ‘The house of Israel gave ample proof ¢ 
this, while the Jews obeyed the command- 
ments of God, they were Prosperous and hap- 
py, they were exalted above all nations, they 
were exalted and built up; bat when they for- 
got their God; neglected his precepts; by 
| their traditions violated his laws, and set at 
nouvlt lis directions ; then did the glory of Is- 
rael depart; they were given a prey to their 
enemies ; they were turned into hell, 

That the word hell, 
ithe Old Lestament, signify a place of endless 
misery, 1s acknowle¢ leed by the celebrated and 
learned Dr. Camp bell, a presbyterian clergy- 
man of the church of Scotland, and a proless- 
or of divinity in the college of Edinburgh.— 
Let it be remeinbered, the Dr. wasa believer in 
The Dr. says, “as to the word 
Hades, which occurs in eleven places in the 
New-Testament, and is rendered hell in all, 
except one, 


does in no instance, in 





endless misery. 


where it is translated grave, it is 
quite common in classical authors, and fre- 
quently used by the seventy in the translation 
of the Old Testament. In my judgment, it 
vught never in scripture to be rendered hell, 
at least in the sense wherein that word is now 
universally understood by christians.” “ It 
were endless to illustrate this remark, by an 
enumeration and examination of all the pas- 
sages in both Testaments wherein the word is 
found. The attempt would be unnecessary, 
as it is hardly now pretended by any critic, 
that this is the acceptation of the term, (viz. 
a place of endless misery) in the Old Testa- 
‘ment.” « Who for example,” saith the Doc- 
tor, “ would render the words of the venera- 
ble patriarch, Jacob, Gen. xxxvii. 35, when he 
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was Ceceive d by his sons into the opinion that 
his favorite child Joseph, had been devoured by 
a wild beast, “ Z will go down to hell to my 
son mourning.” Dr. Whitby, another cele- 
brated divine, and an author ef much repute, 
eave, “ Sheol throughout the Old ‘Testament, 
abi d Flades in the Septuagent, answer ing to it, 
signify not the place of punishment or of the 
souls of bad men only, but the grave only, or 
the place of death.” The reader is inform- 
ed that Sheol is the Hebrew word,and Hades the 
Greek, which is translated in the Old Testa- 
ment, Pit, Hell, Grave. 
— 


RELIGIOUS EDUCATION, 


It is well known that, 

* "bis education forms the common mind: 
And, 
is bent, the tree’s inclined.” 


Just asthe twig 
Those impressions, which are made on the 
mind while it is young, tender and suscepti-| 
ble, are generally, such as are retained with 
more than common regard and solicitude. Ma- 
ternal love, and parental kindness win the af- 
fections of the artless and unsuspecting child; 
after which, whatever sentiments may be in- 
culcated—whatever views and opinions may 
be cherished by its fond and indulgent pa- 
rents, will be received by the unthinking mind 
—planted aud nourished with peculiar’care, 
crow up with its growth, and strengthen with 
its strength, until habit and prescription ren- 
der them an indispensible part of its religious 
theory. These impressions are almost cer- 
tain to predominate and characterise the man 
in all the succeeding stages of life. Seldom 
it is that they are wholly eradicated; and 
when they are, it is effected by a long and ar- 
duous struggle. Prejudice aud pre-possession 
are to be encountered. ‘The smiles and flat- 
teries of friends and associates, will be con- 
verted into frowns and invectives. ‘The gay 
and facinating circles of our acquaintance will 
manifest their displeasure, and endeavor to 
impede our progress in the destruction of tra- 
ditionary visions. To these discouraging and 
forbidding prospects, the charm of popular a- 
pinion will seem to counteract every effort, 
and blast every reasonable hope. These, and 
still more, are the gloomy prospects, which are 
now presented tothe mind ; and these the dif- 
ficulties which are to be overcome, before we 
can expect a final overthrow of those visionary 
and traditionary opinions, which owe their ori- 
gin to religious education. 


In no other science dead education bear sucl, 
unparalleled sway,asin thatof theology. Unspa- 
irine pains are taken, and unwearied exertions 
are made, to instil into the innocent, thougli 
}thoughtess child, the principles of religion. 
The first object is, when the mind becomes ca- 
pable of receiving any impression, to impress 
on if such sentiments as the parent may chance 
to believe: and as the mind expands, the samme 
sentiments are enforced, with a solemn and 
reverential tone of voice, indicating their in- 
portance, till, at length, the child’s mind be- 
comes moulded intoa perfect image of its pa- 
rent’s. The work is then done—the child has 
tlearnt its lesson—is satisfied with what it has 
ibeen taught, and will make no farther inqui- 
ries. Suchis the tendency of religious cduci- 
tion onthe mind. Ilow careful then, should 
parents be to inculcate correct principles, and 
correct opinions.— Universalist Mag. G. 
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REASON OF HIS INFLICTING ETERNAL PUNIS! 
MENT ON HIS FOES.” 


(Continued from page 3i -) 
According to our promise in the last nunbe: 
of the Messenger, we proceed to notice the 
passages of scripture brought forward by the 
writer in the Evancexist, in proof that sem 
of the human race will be endlessly miserable 
In examining these PROOFS we request the 
reader to keep in mind the advice that has bee: 
given, anu the intention avowed by the write: 
in making those advisory remarks, namely, 
“to prepare the mind tu go honestly and huw- 


blyto the Book or Gop, for information relatis¢ 
to the important subject before us.” If the 
reader is thus prepared toexamine the evidence 
adduced in favour of eternal woe, we are 
fully persuaded, that he will be much surprised 
to find,that the writer has totallydisregarded his 
own “REMARES” and was under the power of 
“extraneous influence” and very strong pre- 
judice. 

The first portion of scripture to which he 
directs our attention, though he does not cite 
the passage in proper form, is the expression of 
John the Baptist in relation to the Saviour: 
that he, Christ, would “ gather the wheat into 





his garner” but that he would “burn up the chaff 
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swath unquenchable fire.” ir rey writer had | ken according to the ‘literal import of these 


not been greatly, under the power of “ evtra- 
neous influence” he would have considered it 
necessary to have shown his readers what they 
were to understand bywheat and what bychall 
But instead of this, he supposes that all his rea- 
ders must believe as he does,and that by wheat 
and chalfis meant,the righteous and the wicked; 
We,surely, shall do our brother no injustice by 
saying that he meant to have the passage thus 
understood; but as thisis matter that may be 
questioned and the propriety of this exposition 
doubted, it became him to show that the text 
had this signification and that none other could 
with propriety be attached to it. This he has not 
done, but on the strength of Is prejudices he 
ventures to leave this as a matter of certainty 
not admitting of any question or doubt. We 
will accommodate our brother, and admit his 
interpretation as correct, and what will he gain 
by it—observe reader, his design ts to prove end- 
less pitnishment; he cites your attention to the 
passage, Christ ill eatherhis wheat (i.e. right- 
cous, or good men) into his garner, buthe will, 





words, 8 
of the body, designated by the words Eye, 
Hand, Foot, or whether these expressions are 
to be understood figuratively, as representing 


signifying the several organs or parts 


some internal quality, passion, inclination, or 
propensity. If these expressions are to be taken 
literally, and he believes that these organs of 
the body, can offend or give us offence without 
any co-operation of the mind or other feeling 
or sensation of the body, it was his duty to 
point this out with the utmost clearness, so 
that his readers might be able to ascertain the 
manner in which the several organs might give 
offence, that we might know when best to fol 

low the injunction, and pluck out the Eye, or 
cut off the offending Hand or Foot. Anothe: 
thing it was necessary for him to have explain- 
ed, if he believes that the passage is to be un 

derstood in its literal signification. The ought 
tu have proved that by entering into life is in- 
tended being admitted into heaven and into the 
enjoyment of all the blessings prepared for us 


in the eternal world; being raised from the 


burn up the chaff (i.e. wicked men) with un-|dead, incorruplible and immortal ; and it also, 


quenchable fire. 


Does this text afford him/| was his duty to show us, that an incorruptible 


any proof in favor of interminable wor Not land immortal body would be raised mutilated 


in the least, and if he had not been blinded by | 
« extraneous influence” he 


this. ‘The chatlis to be burnt up. 


“Abtoe 


brother inform us how much of a thing is left, 


‘and maimed, and that vlorified and immortal- 


must have se en ized beings would appear in heaven with one 
Will.our/EYE or one HAN», or forever to go limping a- 


bout on one root, on the celestial shores of 


after it is burnt up? And how the chaff, (i. e., the immortal ranapise of Gon. 


wicked men) can be made endlessly miserable | 
lieve in the literal expressions in the passage 


after they are burntup. Until he can do this 


his proot falls shortof convincing any rational | 
‘|words eye, hand, 


mind, as the expression is more in proof of 
annihilation, than of eternal torments. 
He next speaks of the preaching of Christ, 


If the writer in the Evanceusisr does not be- 


he has laid before us, but considers, that the 
foot, are to be taken figura. 
tively as representing some internal opera- 
tions of the mind or inclination, it was his du- 


in which it is said “ If thine hand offend thee, ity, on bringing the passage in proof of endless 


cut it off; it is better for thee to enter into 


life, maimed, than having two hands to be cast 


into hell, into the fire that never shall be quench- 
ed. Where their worm dieth not and the fire 
is not quenched, &c.”’ Here our brother is, 
again, in fault, and shows the force of “ extra- 
neous influence” on his mind. He has left us 
completely in the dark, as he has not informed 


us whether this passage is to be understood in 
a literal or in a figurative sense. He seems to 


consider it certain that his readers believe as 
he does, and such is the influence of prejudice 
upon his mind, that he did not discover it ne- 
cessary to give the least explanation whether 
the words, Eye, Hand and Foot were to be ta- 





misery, to explain to us the things prefizured 
that we might be profitably instructed and 
know what propensities or passions to cut off, 
or discard. It was also necessary that he should 
have informed us, how the cutting off any im- 
proper propensity, or the breaking off from the 
indulgence of sin, could deprive us of an eye, 
maim us, or cause us togo halting to heaven, 
Again, it was indispensible, that our brother 
should have told us, whether the whole passage 
was to be taken figuratively, or whether a part 
was to be understood in a figurative, and part 
ina literal sense. Ifso, it was his duty te 
show us what part was used as a figure to re- 
present something else, and what part was to 
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be understood according to » the plain literal 
expression : and it was for him to give his rea- 
sons, and to prove to us that such was the or- 
der in which the text was to be received and 
For instance, if by eye, hand and 


foot, these organs are not meant, but only used 


understood. 


as a figure to represent something else, why 
not the words “ Mell?—«« worm dicth not”?— 
‘fire that shall not be quenched; be also un- 
derstood figuratively. Why endeavor to make 
one fact a figurative representation, and the 
other a plain fact. Where is the authority for 
this and by what rule of just criticism is this 
done? We are justifiedin taking the whole ac- 
cording to the common significationof thewords 
or the whole as a figurative representation, but 
we are not justified in dividing the passage 
and using partas a figure, and part as a literal 
declaration of fact. Therefore, until the writer 
in the Evancrenisr has informed us on this 
point, and satisfactorily determined how this 
text is to be understood, he furnishes no proof 
from the text of the existence of “ Endless Mis- 


to these words, still “they did, nevertheless 
signify endless duration and continuance. 
This was his duty, and had he not felt the 
power of “extraneous influence” he would 
have exerted himself on this point, and not, 
trusting to the prejudices of his readers to re- 
ceive asevidence these disputed words, ever- 
lasting, eternal, &c.; contained in the senten- 
ces which he has thrown together, have left 
the subject, as though he had completely prov- 
ed, by introducing these, the doctrine of end 

less misery. 


(To be conti nued, ) 


i 


ANOTHER VICTIM 
To the Doctrine of Unmerciful Punishment. 

A few days since, Salina, the wife of Me. 
Ebenezer Treadwell, Weston, committed 
suicide by hanging herself. On the day of the 
above fatal act, we learn that one of her sisters 
had spent several hours withher—that Mrs.‘P. 
was much exercised in mind on the subject of 





ery.” 
The writer next presents his readers, with) 
certain scraps of scripture having the words | 
“eternal damnation,” 
“everlasting punishment 


a everlasting fire,” | 
vy &c ke. Need this 
writer be told at this late day, that the ostill 
everlasting, eternal, &c. are equivocal, and of, 





doubtful signification, meaning a long but in- 
definite period oftime F  [s heignorant of the) 
nature and power of the Greek word which | 
ist Hndeved everlasting, eternal, forever, ve 

Is he also ignorant of the criticisms which have | 
passed on those words, and that thousands, and | 
tens of thousands of people at the present di; ay | 


hose words, when’! 


Aud i hhe| 


doubt the signification of 


used to tunply endless contiiuance. 


religion, and her soul’s salvation; and that she 
strongly urged her sister to stay. Svon after 
her sister lad gone, Mrs. ‘Tread well ordered 
her servant girl to take her infant child, which 
was only afew weeks old, to a neivhbours, 
The gitl carried 
the child as directed; andabout an hour after- 
wards returned, and found Mrs. ‘I’. missing. 
On the table lay a biilet directed toher husband, 


without assigning any canse. 


who was then at work tn the field, which at 
once strongly impressed upon the mind of the 
girl that all was notright. On opening it, hee 
fears were confirmed: it stated that the act 
she was about tocommit was not for any thing 
that he had done, but that she feltasif is eeain 


leave him, ber infantbabe, and the world. ‘The 


: . } ‘ ! ° ' 
also ignorant, that many learned men have ac- | girl called upon a young man that was Wits - 


knowledged, what every candid inind cons er. | cing 


sant with the scriptures must admit, (viz.) that | 
these words are used ina number of instanc 
where they are apphed to things that have! 
had, or will have an end. If the writer was 
iguorant of these facts, he is in some measure 
excuseable in thus throwing those sentences to-, 
gether in proof of his darling tenet, endless mis. | 
ery. But we unfortunately have not charity 
enough to believe him ignorant, of those cir-| 
cumstances passing in the religious world | 
which we have meutioned ; and therefore, con-! 
sider him inexcusable, in not showing that,| 

whatever were the opinions of men ia relation | 


4 suspended | by the neck in the garret 
CS) life extinct. 


—they searched the house, and found Mr: 


» and 
She was about 2S yea! '$ Of aye 


Bridgep ort Farme; 
uiebeel so 
ANOTHER CONVERSION IN Till MINISTRY. 


Mr Sotomon Antutr, of oe Christian con- 


| nexion, has renounced the soul-chilling doctrine 
.* tofannihilation prevalent mthatsect: and now 
freely proclaims eterna! lie. as the gilt ot God 


through Jesus Christ, to the whole human fu- 


inily. May the Lord etrengthen his hands in 
the ‘best of causes. 


Rech e ¢ doz. 
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ORIGINAL ANECDOTE. 


A few years ago, a person residing in the 
north part of this state, had a wife who was a 
zealous methodist. Going to church ona sab- 





ok bath, when there was to be a love feast, or an 
inquiring meeting, he observed to his wife that 
ve she should not remain in this meeting, unless 
a he was also permitted to stay. She informed 
ee him, he could certainly have the privilege of 
ie remaining in the meeting if he would consent 
Bi | to be inquired of, concerning the state of his 


mind and feelings. This he said he was wil- 
i's He consequently remained after 
it that the audience, generally, had withdrawn. 
‘The preacher or preachers commenced the in- 
quiry as to the state of the mind and feelings 
of those, who continued in the meeting and at 
| length, came to this man and inquired how he 
: felt. He answered, I feel very joyful, and am 
} the happiest creature you ever saw. Indeed 
| sir, said the inquisitor, and how long have you 
ee: been sohappy? ‘Three or four hours, was the 
F answer. Well sir, and will you tell me the 
cause of your happiness and joy? I will sir. 
This morning as | was coming to meeting with 
: iny wife, [ found a piece of paper in the road 
which I picked up, and discovered it to be a 
leaf of a book called the Bible, on this leaf I 
found the following declaration: “ Forasmuch 


ae then as the children are partakers of flesh and 
“ee blood, he also himself likewise took part of the 

‘ same ; that through death he might destro 
¥ him that hath the power of death THAT IS 





THE DEVIL; and deliver them who through 
 - ; 5 

fear of death were all their life time subject 
to bondage.”? As soon as I found that the de- 
vil was to be destroyed, [ began to feel hap- 
py, ane cried, glory to Gop, the Deviz is to 
be destroyed ! Glory to God, all that have 
been in bondage through fear of the Devir 
shall be delivered! Glory to God, for this 
coop xews ! In short sir, I am the happiest 
creature that ever lived, on finding that Jesus 
shall triumph. ‘The devil be destroyed, and 
i ail souls delivered from his Iron yoke of 

. bondage. Weneed not inform the reader that 


4 , the good clergyman passed on, without mak- 


ing any further inquiries, not much pleased at 
the thoughts of the devil being destroyed. 


-————>_ — 


| BALFOUR’S INQUIRY. 


With pleasure we inform the readers of the 
Viessenger that we have received a few copies 
of the above justly esteemed and valuable 
work, which we recommend to our friends who 
ave desirous of obtaining correct views of those 


\ : passages of scripture in which the word Hell 
| : 


vecurs,and which have been, and still are used 
by believers in endless misery to prove that 
oe. doctrine. 


1 ‘Those, who wish to purchase this work, will 
+ do well to call, immediately, at the office of the 
tif Messenger of Peace. : 

ie 

Py 





_ Religion and virtue, our best support and 
highest honor, confer on the mind, principles 
of noble independence. 

It is a great support to virtue, when we see 
a good mind maintain its patience and tran- 
quillity, under injuries and affliction, and cor- 
dially forgive oppressors. 


POULTRY. 
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SPRING. 
WRITTEN IN MAY—BY W. RAY 

Loox through creation and behold, 

The wonders of Almighty pow’r : 
Eternal Wisdom’s works untold, 

In ev’ry leaf—in ev'ry flow’r : 
There is a God, all good, all wise. 
The very meanest insect cries. 


Seasons revolving in their sphercs, 
A thousand rural] beauties bring, 
But loveliest of the group appears, 
The green dress'd beauty, charming Spring 
The music of whose morning voice. 
Bids all the sons of earth rejoice. 


Winter is death—when Nature mouri- 
To see her offspring lifeless lie ; 
Summer and Autumn weep by turns, 
To see their children droop and die ; 
But Spring revives their hopes again, 
And breathes new life through ev'ry veu 





How emblematic of that day, 
The glorious resurrection morn, 
When deck’d in brighter robes than .Wu,,. 
In robes that angel hosts adorn, 
The soul redeem’d shall burst its tomb, 
And in immortal glory bloom. 























MARRIED 
’ 

In the City of Hartford Con. on the 251) March, Mr 
JeremiaHT. BEEBE, privter of the Reli 
to Miss MartHa Bunce. 
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NOTICE. 


Those persons, who m2y wish to become subscribers 
for the MESSENGER OF PEACrY, are informed that the 
can be supplied with all the former numbers. 


ere 
. tat Wr: 


us Inquire 


eT 
Las 
7 





> £7 ——— FF - -— eo 





———~< 


RURAL REPOSITORY. 


Proposals have just been issued by Witiiam BP 
STODDARD, for publishing a semi-monthly paper, to be 
entitled the ** Rorau Rerrosirory,” at One Dollar per 
annum, payable in advance, The work is designed { 
the instruction and amusement of youth, and will con 
tain sciections from the most approved literary journal: 
that can be obtained, and the articics consist of that 
variety which will suit the taste and genius of its patrons. 
Subscriptions received at the Office of the MESSENGER 
oF PEACE. 

PUBLISHED SEMI-MONTHLY, AT &1 PER ANNUM 
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PAYABLE IN ADVANCE,AT THE OFFICE OF THE 
MESSENGER OF PRACE, NO. 105, CORNER 


OF WARREN AND THIRD-STREERTS 





